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Special Features
The Story of the Big(gest) Boy on the RR
The world's largest steam locomotive, twenty-five Big Boys were built exclusively for Union Pacific, the first of which was delivered in 1941.
The locomotives were 132 feet long and weighed 1.2 million pounds. Because of their great length, the frames of the Big Boys were "hinged,"
or articulated, to allow them to negotiate curves. They had a 4-8-8-4 wheel arrangement, which meant they had four wheels on the leading set
of "pilot" wheels which guided the engine, eight drivers, another set of eight drivers, and four wheels following which supported the rear of the
locomotive. The massive engines normally operated between Ogden, Utah, and Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Although there are no Big Boys left in operation today, eight of them eventually were donated for public display in various cities
around the country. They can be found in Pomona, California; St. Louis, Missouri; Dallas, Texas; Omaha, Nebraska; Denver,
Colorado; Scranton, Pennsylvania; Green Bay, Wisconsin; and Cheyenne, Wyoming. Source: 3/20/10 Union Pacific Railroad
history site: http://www.uprr.com/aboutup/history/loco/locohs01.shtml

North Texas Chapter on the Web 2.0
By Valli Hoski, NTZ Editor
The North Texas Chapter has a new presence and community in the virtual world known as Web 2.0. The Chapter’s new look and style have
been launched thanks to the efforts of a few NTC members and friends of the NIC.
What is Web 2.0? It’s an expansion of the “WWW” (world-wide-web) past its original text pages, static, sometimes stale information and
outdated ideas. E-mail has become everyday, indeed; it pre-dates the WWW by probably 20 years or more. Personal and group home pages
became a fad, then slowly fell silent due to “link-rot” (expired links). Then suddenly in the early 2000s, technology, social communities,
creativity and computers got a new life – Web 2.0 tools like social/virtual communities (MySpace, Facebook), professional networking circles
(LinkedIn), opinion-sharing blogs (personal log with opinion postings), online chats – all have made the web an active space again.
The NTC and Lone Star Rails 2008 had a highly visual presence, thanks to fun designs from Skip and the web skills of our then webmaster
Greg Harrison. Special, color editions of North Texas Zephyr news highlighted and provided some advance publicity for LSR 2008. All of
these gave the Chapter a vibrant online life. Then we all took a hard-earned vacation from the bright lights of fame.
The NTC is now back in full swing. We have good momentum with our officers and Board, members and groundbreaking programs. Our
events, such as 24 hours @ Saginaw, and the annual chapter-sponsored Slide Show in January, have become standing items on the North
Texas rail enthusiast “must do” calendar. The NTC is back on the web in full swing, too. We have a new North Texas Zephyr archive
collection that shares and showcases our history, events, communications and stories with rail enthusiasts everywhere. We have a
Facebook page that puts us in the “In” crowd of Web 2.0 social space. This issue celebrates the launch of NTC 2.0. Enjoy and
celebrate the revitalization of the North Texas Chapter’s web presence!
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North Texas Zephyr Breezes on the Web
By Valli Hoski, NTZ Editor
The long-awaited Zephyr newsletter archive site is now ready! The story, adventures, history and recollections of the North Texas Chapter are
shared with the worldwide rail enthusiast community. Here are few quick facts:
 Visit the Zephyr’s virtual home at http://www.gogeocaching.com/gorailfanning/home/northtexaszephyr.html

 Enjoy easy access to the past few years of the NTZ, with more to come as scanned issues become available.
 Enjoy glimpses of past events, past and present NTC members and friends, and the Chapter’s good times with photos that change each time you view the
site (right side), and a dynamic photo album through Flicker™ (left side)

 Members still have the first look at each issue! *Newsletters are posted about 3 months after Chapter distribution.
 Want to read the Zephyr “hot off the e-press” but not yet a member? Join the North Texas Chapter, and receive the Zephyr without
delay. The 2010 combined national and chapter dues are $52 per individual, or $59 per couple, plus $7 for each additional child you wish
to register as a member.
 Please send suggestions and comments on the archive site to your editor at ntx.news@yahoo.com Many thanks to Mike Swaney for his
artistic skills and generous gift of site construction and hosting. To thank Mike, please contact him at www.gogeocaching.com.
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North Texas’ Cheery Facebook
Thanks to Skip Waters
 The NTC’s identify is being transported down the rails to the virtual communities and calendars of Web 2.0, thanks to Facebook. Just as the
archive site shares our history and adventures past, our Facebook page brings us into the online social community in North Texas and
beyond.
 Join our community , calendar, and more at

http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=409467244127&ref=search&sid=100000091828340.3519021572..1
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Chapter Directory
North Texas Chapter Officers, 2010.
• President, Wayne Smith, 940-300-4407.
• President/Programs, Jon Shea, 972-480-9054.
• Vice President/Trips and Events, Skip Waters,
wgcrush@swbell.net.
• Vice President/Publications, Claude Doane,
claude.doane@hcahealthcare.com
• Secretary, Dave Gramm, dgramm@sbcglobal.net
• Treasurer, Jim King, jgking@swbell.net
• National Director, Dale Wilken,
d-mwilken@sbcglobal.net.

Chapter Business Address
North Texas Chapter, NRHS,
P.O. Box 600304
Dallas, Texas 75360
North Texas Zephyr newsletter
Editor, Valli Hoski. ntx.news@yahoo.com
North Texas Zephyr archives site:
http://www.gogeocaching.com/gorailfanning/home/northtexaszephyr.html

Chapter News & Views
President’s Roundhouse
By Wayne Smith, Chapter President
One of my passions that goes hand-in-hand with railroading is traveling in general. I recently pulled out one of my old Texas Highways magazines that I had
saved about the Clarity Tunnel on the former FW&D right of way near Quitaque, TX. The Clarity Tunnel was the last operating railroad tunnel in Texas
(excluding DART). It lies on the Fort Worth and Denver South Plains Railway route through the Panhandle. The route required two tunnels: the 742-foot long
Clarity, and a shorter tunnel that was opened out after a train derailed inside. In 1993, 64 miles of the route was converted into a hike-and-bike trail and
operates as the Caprock Canyons State Park Trailway System. The Tunnel is located about 4.5 miles from the Monk's Crossing access point, near
Quitaque. The tunnel also houses a large colony of Brazilian free-tailed bats. Research shows that there were six railroad tunnels in Texas. I am also
familiar with the San Antonio, Fredericksburg and Northern Railroad. I have seen this tunnel at dusk and it is also home to up to three million Brazilian freetailed bats. A fourth railroad tunnel that existed in Texas was on the Rio Grande Northern Railroad, which built approximately 26 miles of the line and was
never completed. Captain William N. Monroe contracted with the Southern Pacific to construct two tunnels and three miles of rock work near the mouth of
the Pecos River at the Rio Grande. Construction of Railroad Tunnel No. 1 began in December of 1881 and was completed on July 21, 1882 becoming the
first railroad tunnel built in Texas. The Southern Pacific station between the Pecos River crossing and Flanders Station was called Painted Cave Station.
The station began operation in 1883 and closed after the opening of the Pecos High Bridge. Today, nothing remains of Painted Cave Station. The waters of
Amistad Reservoir covered up what had survived into the 20th century. The nearby rock shelter with prehistoric Indian paintings that were the station's
namesake is now known as Parida Cave. The site is operated by the Park Service as an interpretive site for visitors to Amistad National Recreation Area.

Chapter Meeting Minutes, March 2, 2010
NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER, NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY Meeting Minutes, DATE: March 2, 2010. Sokol Hall, 7448 Greenville Ave.,
Dallas, Texas Report submitted by Dave Gramm.

Meeting called to order by President Wayne Smith @ 7:34 p.m. There were 19 members present.
Wayne welcomed all the attendees and showed off the NRHS 2008 Yearbook, which contained 9 pages of photos on our 2008 Convention in
addition to the chapter’s annual report. He also passed around some literature on the restoration and re-opening of the Gulf, Texas & Western
depot in Jacksboro. The photos showed several scenes of the construction work in progress. The City Chamber of Commerce will be the new
tenants. Lastly, he showed off a mock-up of the ‘A’ train to be used by Denton County Transit Authority to run from Denton to Carrollton.
Wayne then reported on the previous week’s board meeting. With VP- Publications Claude Doane’s ascension to the Regional VP position,
Dale Wilkin has resigned as the chapter’s National Director so that Claude may also assume the National Directorship position. Likewise,
Claude has resigned from the VP-Publications position and the board selected Dale to take over the VP-Publications position; in effect, they
switched positions on the board. Wayne also reported that a new webmaster is currently being sought for the chapter.
The board is investigating insurance sources to ensure we are getting the best bang from our buck. Currently we are using a company
recommended by National, but the board has asked that any member having insurance savvy should contact the board if they feel they can
offer ideas to the board.
VP- Trips & Events Skip Waters reported a Fan Page on Facebook is being installed. He also reported that MATA (McKinney Ave Trolley
Assoc) has contacted him about helping on another Texas Electric interurban field trip to the north end of the region. Skip commented it would
probably take place the weekend after ’24 Hours @ Saginaw’. Speaking of that, Skip reported the ’24 Hours @ Saginaw’ event is tentatively
set for May 28-29. Skip reported on some upcoming local events. The 10th Annual Flatonia event takes place on April 3rd. UP steam is
scheduled in Texas in April going to Harlingen. The total trip will happen over the April 3-29 time period and may pass through Ft. Worth.
Watch the UP website for more info. ‘WWW.UPSTEAM.COM’ . Rumors and photos have indicated the Boy Scouts of America will be getting a
heritage engine painted for their 100th anniversary. The engine will most likely be in the Ft. Worth area in the next few months.
VP-Programs Jon Shea reported on upcoming programs. Next month’s meeting on April 6 will be held in Grapevine and will be VHS-DVD
night. Bring your best video to show. He requested anyone with ideas for a program to contact him. He also showed off a 2009 UP corporate
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calendar with some beautiful pictures inside that he gave away free for the asking. Jon thanked member Dave Podhrasky for hosting tonight’s
meeting at Sokol Hall.
Outgoing VP-Publications Claude Doane reported that a new on-line link to the newsletter archives is in progress and that Valli Hoski, our
newsletter editor is assembling the data and is to be applauded for her work in setting this up.
Outgoing National Director Dale Wilkin and Treasurer Jim King were off tending to National related activities.
Business meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Program this evening was provided by Pat Coughlin, MKT Historian, who provided a slide presentation on the Gulf, Mobile & Ohio (GM&O)
cabooses, and GM&O Passenger Equipment , Engines & Cars.
Press time: 3/25/2010, 10pm File: NTx Newsletter 2010-04 v2.doc

North Texas Chapter History
Founded and chartered in 1996, the North Texas Chapter is one of the newest chapters of the National Railway Historical Society*. The
chapter is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated under the laws of the state of Texas. Emphasis of the chapter is
activity, history, and enjoyment of railroading past and present. Meetings are held 7:30-10:00 PM, first Tuesday of each month, usually
(but not always) at the Grapevine Tourist & Visitor Information Center at Main St. and the FWWR railroad tracks. Visitors and newcomers
are welcome. For 2010 on, regular membership is $52 a year ($36 national dues + $16 chapter dues). Additional family members are $7 per
individual. Regular membership includes a) subscription to the NRHS Bulletin (5 issues/year) and our monthly chapter newsletter, the North
Texas Zephyr. Chapter mailing address: North Texas Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 600304, Dallas, Texas 75360. *Reminder, effective Feb.
2008, NRHS has a new mailing address: National Railway Historical Society, 100 N 20th Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1443.

North Texas Calendar
Tues. April 6, 2010

North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St.,
Grapevine, Texas. Program: Union Pacific 4-8-8-4 Big Boys .

