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Chapter Meeting  
August 4, 2009 - Meeting, Founders Building, 
Grapevine 
Meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Program: Texas Electric Railroad Tour report, presentation, 
and special feature videos. 
Where: Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. 
Main St., Grapevine, Texas. 
 
Still In Time For Steam in Duluth 
NRHS @ Home On The Range,  Aug 11-16, 2009 
 
It’s not too to join fellow chapter 
members and NRHS colleagues for 
Steam on the Range 2009 in Duluth, 
Minnesota.  See a complete list of 
programs and events at 
www.SteamOnTheRange2009.com  

 

 

  

Special Feature - Saginaw Sightings & Beyond 

More Jon’s Trains, Illustrated 
By Jon Shea 
 
 
As far as I know it is the first time a photo of 
24 Hours at Saginaw (or at least the 
preliminaries) has been taken from a 
passing train. 
 
This photo was taken from the northbound 
AMTRAK Heartland Flyer about 5:45 P.M. on 
Friday May 22, 2009. 

 
Photo credit: Jon Shea 
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This Santa Fe Steam Engine and Frisco caboose are on 
display in Paul’s Valley, Oklahoma, a stop on Amtrak’s 
Heartland Flyer. 
 
Photo credit: Jon Shea 

 
This Texas Electric Railroad bridge abutment is located on 
the north side of Spring Creek, just south of Renner Road in 
Richardson. It and the corresponding south side abutment are 
visible from the DART trains (just to the west of DART) as they 
cross the creek.  
 
There will be more Texas Electric Railroad remnant photos in 
future newsletters after our Dallas to Waco Texas Electric 
excursion. 
 

Photo credit: Jon Shea 

 
Special Feature – DART’s Green Debut 

Green Line Starts Service September 14, 2009 

  
Image credit: DART 

On September 14, 2009, the Green Line will roll down the tracks for an on-time and on-budget arrival at 
four new stations from Pearl Station on the east side of Downtown Dallas to Deep Ellum Station, Baylor 
University Medical Center Station, Fair Park Station (at the intersection of Parry and Exposition) and the MLK, 
Jr. Station, adjacent to the J. B. Jackson, Jr. Transit Center on the west side of Fair Park.  
It restores rail service to a neighborhood that 50 years ago was home to up to four rail lines. Daily service to 
Victory Station will also begin September 14. 
The remaining 25 miles of the Green Line, scheduled to open in December 2010, will extend southeast to 
Pleasant Grove and northwest from Victory Station to the Dallas Market Center, the Southwestern Medical 
District, Love Field Airport and downtown Farmers Branch and Carrollton. Construction of the Green Line, the 
longest light rail project under construction in North America. 
Source: 5/18/09, DART News Release at http://www.dart.org/news/news.asp?ID=856 

Special Feature - 2d Annual Railfan Weekend 

Includes Special Tour of Army Base Railhead – Oct. 23-24, ‘09 
The Railroad and Heritage Museum invites all railroad enthusiasts to the 2nd Annual Railfan Weekend, Friday and Saturday, October 
23-24, 2009. The weekend begins Friday afternoon with a model railroad “operating” session, not normally offered to the general public. 
During the session remote controlled model trains will be operating on a “mainline subdivision” using a complete “train crew” and under the 
direction of the “train dispatcher” and the “trainmaster.”  If you ever dreamed of being an engineer, this is a must-see for you. The Friday 
evening activities will conclude with a Museum tour, dinner, and special speaker. 
On Saturday, we will re-convene at the Museum for another model railroad “operating” session along with a tour of the Museum rolling stock 
prior to the trip to Ft. Hood Army Base Railhead. After an Army-style lunch the attendees will go to the Railhead. Ft. Hood Army base 
normally does not offer tours of the Railhead to the general public, so this is something you will not want to miss! Army personnel will take 
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us on an adventure that will include stops at the maintenance facility and the yard where loading and blocking of military trains takes place 
before delivery to BNSF. After this tour, you will have a new appreciation of military train operations.  
Registration for Railfan Weekend is now open. The Railroad and Heritage Museum is offering a special rate of $45 per person through 
September 4. After September 4 registration will be $50.  You may register at the Museum (10 am – 4 pm, Tuesday-Saturday), through 
our website (www.rrhm.org), or call Jeremy Krauss at 254-298-5165. 
Source: 6/15/2009: The Railroad and Heritage Museum News Release. Point of contact: Jeremy Krauss 254-298-5165 

Special Feature – 2009 National Train Day 
Dallas Rail Celebrations, Illustrated 

 

Local 
photographer Jeff 

Phelps shares 
these views of the 

2009 National 
Train Day 

celebrations at 
Dallas Union 

Station. 
 

(Thanks to Claude 
Doane for obtaining  
usage permission.) 
 

 
Local Rail News  
DART Dedicates Rosa Parks Plaza 
Customers on four of Dallas Area Rapid Transit's (DART) busier routes board their buses in a different location starting Monday, July 13, and 
making history in the process as the first patrons of the new Rosa Parks Plaza. The new bus facility was dedicated at a June 29 ceremony. 

 

 
Art designed to reflect Parks' strength 
A life-size bronze statue of Rosa Parks sitting on a bus 
bench is a focal point of the plaza. San Francisco sculptor 
Erik Blome created the statue for DART. The statue is 
designed to "invoke a feeling of determination and a 
presence that has solidity to it and a beauty that transcends 
time," he said. "The seat is filled in underneath to create a 
sense of solidity and carved rock-like power emanating from 
her small act of defiance and faith. Her happiness showing 
in the knowledge that she is doing right." 
 
Image credit: DART 

Source: 6/29/09, DART News Release at http://www.dart.org/news/newsrss.asp?ID=864  

Orange Darts To DFW 
 

 

The final section of the DART Rail Orange Line will connect to Terminal A at DFW International 
Airport in December 2013. The Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) Board of Directors made the 
decision following a staff recommendation for direct terminal access from the future Belt Line 
Station on airport property. 
Construction on the first two sections of the Orange Line, from the future Bachman Station in 
northwest Dallas to Las Colinas and then to Belt Line Station, began earlier this year. The 
sections are scheduled to open in December 2011 and 2012 respectively.    
Image credit: DART 
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The Board vote also adds a future light rail connection from the Orange Line to the Cotton Belt, a DART-owned rail line that crosses through 
airport property north of SH 114. This would provide additional rail access to the airport. 
DART owns 52 miles of the Cotton Belt, presently in use as a freight rail line, between the Collin County city of Wylie and Fort Worth. DART's 
long-range plan is to connect the Red Line in the Plano/Richardson area to DFW Airport in 2027. The Fort Worth T currently has plans to 
operate rail service by 2013 on the western half of the Cotton Belt between Fort Worth and the airport as part of their Southwest/Northeast 
project.  Source: 6/23/09, DART News Release at http://www.dart.org/news/news.asp?ID=863  

Chapter News & Views  
President’s Roundhouse 
By Wayne Smith  
This month I am back to continuing my series on my Canadian rail adventures.  This month is about the excursion that “almost was.”  I have 
family on beautiful Vancouver Island in British Columbia and one spring when we were visiting, my uncle decided to take us to Port Alberni as 
well as MacMillan Provincial Park to see Cathedral Grove.  Port Alberni lies within the Alberni Valley at the head of the Alberni Inlet, 
Vancouver Island's longest inlet. The other end of the inlet is located on Barkley Sound.  Port Alberni was once dubbed the "Salmon Capital of 
the World."  At the restored 1912 CPR Depot, you can board the Alberni Pacific Railway steam train for a 35-minute ride (each way) through 
the city of Port Alberni and then on to the McLean Mill National Historic Site, home of Canada's only remaining steam-powered sawmill. The 
surrounding community has been restored to what it was a century ago, giving visitors a glimpse of what it was like to live and work as a 
logger and mill worker in the early part of the 20th century.  The train is pulled by a completely restored 1929 Baldwin ex-logging locomotive.  
On the road to Port Alberni is MacMillan Provincial Park.  It is famous for Cathedral Grove.  It has some of the oldest stands of giant Douglas-
fir trees in British Columbia, some of which are more than 800 years old, which was quite an inspirational experience.  The largest one 
measures over 27 feet in circumference and 9 feet in diameter.  We stopped first in Cathedral Grove and found that the giant firs were 
breathtaking.  We then traveled on to Port Alberni.  We ate lunch at a harbor café as we watched ships and boats pass.  Then went through 
some of the local shops.  Through this process, I discovered information about the Alberni Pacific Railway.  As he knew my passion for trains, 
it was not difficult to talk my uncle into taking us to the depot.  We discovered that the train opened for the summer season a mere few days 
later.  That is, right after we were scheduled to leave Canada.  So close!  At least I got to take pictures of the depot and the locomotive and 
dream about what could have been.  Until next time, happy railroading! 

August Edition – Did You Know ?  
1)      Of course, the wooden beam that we use in the United States to which the rails are secured is called a “tie.”  The same item is called a 
“sleeper” in England, “la traverse” in France, and “die Schwelle” in Germany. 
2)      Strap rail was the type of track that was laid in the early years of many US railroads.  This involved mounting strips of metal or steel to a 
wooden rail. 
3)      At one time, the Union Pacific used 16,000 logs of pressed sawdust per week in their dining cars which was equal to one box car load 
per week. 
4)      A “mule” is a waiter who, in addition to his regular duties, is assigned to clean up the pantry or do other undesirable work.  This waiter is 
usually the newest employee in the car. 
5)      Some railroads renamed their Mikado-type locomotives MacArthur locomotives during the anti-Japanese sentiment during World War II. 
Chapter Meeting Minutes, July 7, 2009  
NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER, NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MEETING MINUTES AND NOTES, DATE: July 7, 2009. Plano 
Interurban Museum, Plano, Texas. Minutes submitted by Dave Gramm, NTC Secretary. [Editor’s note: corrected names, added mtg locations] 
The meeting was held at the Plano Interurban Museum in Plano, TX. President Wayne called the meeting to order at 7:38pm. There were 16 
members in attendance plus one visitor, Gulf Coast Chapter member Doug Wieskopf. Prior to the start of the meeting, the members were 
given a tour of the museum facility, led by head curators Robert Haynes and Russ Kissick, and docents Jack Durnin, Harry Repner and Harold 
Larson. The pot bellied stove which the chapter donated funds for was on display in the main room of the museum, although due to Homeland 
Security regulations, the stove openings had to be welded shut. Still an impressive sight though. 
Treasurer Jim King reminded all members that the chapter has signed up for a share in the two railroad shows this fall/winter and we have 
reserved a table at both shows. Council rep Russ Covitt remarked that we will need to work hours at both shows to guarantee a return on our 
investment. VP Trips and Events Skip Waters reminded everyone of the upcoming field trip on Saturday, July 18 to trace the right of way of the 
TX Electric interurban from the Monroe shops in Dallas to Waco. Chapter member Johnnie Myers will be the guide. VP Programs Jon Shea 
gave the following schedule of upcoming programs: 

·  August – In process of being booked - Check newsletter for latest details. [Ed. Update – Founder’s Building, Grapevine, TX.] 
·  September - Meeting at Grapevine Founders Building. Wayne will do a program on Ft. Worth & Denver and those members who 

attended the Duluth 2009 convention will give their take on the convention. 
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·  October – TBD [Ed. Update – Founder’s Building, Terrell Heritage Society Museum, Terrell, TX] 
·  November – Grapevine Founders Building for the annual members’ auction. 
·  December – Holiday Dinner, Place TBD 

GCC member and author Doug Wieskopf showed off his new book ‘Rails Around Houston’, just released by Arcadia Publishing. 
Program for the evening in addition to touring the museum consisted of a slide presentation by the museum staff on ‘Woodlake Park’, a 40-
acre amusement park built by the TX Electric Interurban between Denison and Sherman as a ‘destination’ park to increase ridership. The park 
included facilities for boating, fishing, roller-skating and a casino. Jon Shea displayed pictures of his recent Heartland Flyer trip and Skip 
Waters reported on his adventures with Steve Goen on their annual ‘Semaphore Safari’ in New Mexico.  The Plano Interurban Museum 
reported on their latest acquisition project, TX Electric #507 Interurban Baggage Car, currently under private ownership in Palmer, TX. A sister 
car is located in Van Alstyne, TX. Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 Press time: 7/20/09, 6pm. File: NTx Newsletter 2009 -08 vA2.doc  

Chapter Directory  
North Texas Chapter Officers, 2009.  

·  President, Wayne Smith, kwsmith@uta.edu 
·  Vice President/Programs, Jon Shea, 972-480-9054.   
·  Vice President/Trips and Events, Skip Waters, wgcrush@swbell.net. 
·  Vice President/Publications, Claude Doane, 

claude.doane@hcahealthcare.com 
·  Secretary, Dave Gramm, dgramm@sbcglobal.net   
·  Treasurer, Jim King, jgking@swbell.net 
·  National Director, Dale Wilken, d-mwilken@sbcglobal.net. 

Chapter Business Address 
North Texas Chapter, NRHS,  
P.O. Box 600304  
Dallas, Texas  75360 
 
North Texas Zephyr, newsletter of the North Texas 
Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
Editor, Valli Hoski 
ntx.news@yahoo.com 

North Texas Chapter History 
Founded and chartered in 1996, the North Texas Chapter is one of the newest chapters of the National Railway Historical Society*.  The 
chapter is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated under the laws of the state of Texas. Emphasis of the chapter is 
activity, history, and enjoyment of railroading past and present.  Meetings are held 7:30-10:00 PM, first Tuesday of each month, usually 
(but not always) at the Grapevine Tourist & Visitor Information Center at Main St. and the FWWR railroad tracks.  Visitors and newcomers 
are welcome.  Effective August 2007, regular membership is $46 a year ($33 national dues + $13 chapter dues).  Additional family members 
are $7 per individual.  Regular membership includes a) subscription to the NRHS Bulletin (5 issues/year) and our monthly chapter newsletter, 
the North Texas Zephyr. Chapter mailing address: North Texas Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 600304, Dallas, Texas  75360. *Reminder, 
effective Feb. 2008, NRHS has a new mailing address: National Railway Historical Society, 100 N 20th Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 
19103-1443.  

North Texas Calendar  
Tues. August 4, 2009 
 

North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., 
Grapevine, Texas. Program: Texas Electric Railroad Tour report, presentation, and special feature videos. 

Sat. Aug 11 – Thurs. 
Aug. 16 ,2009 

Steam on the Range 2009, NRHS Convention, Duluth, Minnesota – See ticket information and more at 
www.steamontherange2009.com 

Tues. Sept. 1, 2009 North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m.  Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., 
Grapevine, Texas.  Program:  2009 NHRS Convention – Report from Duluth, by NTC members.  President’s 
Program “Revisiting the Fort Worth and Denver”, by Wayne Smith. 

Tues. Oct. 6, 2009 
 

North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m.  Terrell Heritage Society Museum, Terrell, Texas 
http://www.terrellheritagemuseum.org/  Program: Meet at the 1904 Carnegie Library.  Tour the Texas Midland 
Railroad Car - El Paso http://www.terrellheritagemuseum.org/texas%20midland%20railway%20car.htm 
Speaker. Horace Flatt, Terrell history author. Texas Midland Railroad talk accompanied by blueprints for 
roundhouse, depot, and other railroad structures.  Detailed directions will be in the October newsletter. 

Tues. Nov. 3, 2009 North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., 
Grapevine, Texas.  Program:  Annual Members’ Auction. 

Tues. Dec. 8, 2009 North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m.  Chapter Holiday Dinner. Location to be determined. 

 



 

 

 
 
 


