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Chapter Meeting & Announcements
August 5, 2008 – Chapter Meeting, Founders Building,
Grapevine. 7:00pm- meet ‘n’ greet. 7:30pm – meeting.
Program: Lone Star Rails 2008 Favorite Moments.
Location: Founders Building, 701 S. Main St., Grapevine.
Driving? Go west on Hwy 114, exit Main St. for Grapevine. Drive
just north of RR tracks, building is on the right.
Notice: The Chapter membership will need to vote at a future
meeting (no sooner than September) on a change to the Chapter
By-Laws. See the Chapter News section for the proposed
change. This notice is posted in accordance with the 30-day
notice requirement.

Lone Star Rails 2008 – Faces And Facts
Convention Attendance Stats
By Jim King
• Countries: Japan, 2. Austria, 1. Australia, 16. Canada, 4 (2 ON, 1 QC, 1 SK)
• States: (these counts are "registrations", not "people" - a couple would count as one registration – and this list includes volunteers) - AL
5, AR 4, AZ 4, CA 23, CO 4, CT 8, DC 4, DE 3, FL 28, GA 5, HI 1, IA 1, ID 2, IL 20, IN 5, KS 4, KY 5, LA 3, MA 6, MD 12, MI 10, MN 2,
MO 12, MS 1, MT 1, NC 6, NE 3, NH 1, NJ 20, NM 3, NY 26, OH 7, OK 6, OR 5, PA 24, SC 3, TN 8, TX 130 (includes large numbers of
convention staff and volunteers, plus Gen. Public riders of the QZ), VA 19, VT 1, WA 4, WI 7. States not represented: AK, ND, SD, WY,
UT, NV, WV, ME, RI
• Furthest foreign traveler: 16 from Australia
• Furthest domestic traveler: Hawaii
• Furthest CONUS traveler: Seattle (1,659 miles direct)
• Badges Issued: Member – 499. Media – 13. Convention Committee – 21. Volunteers – 64. Dealers – 15. General Public (QZ) – 59.
Invited Guests – 10. PV Staff – 11. TOTAL - 692
• On board the Quanah Zephyr: ~ 483 (not counting BNSF and Amtrak operating staff)
[Editor’s note: Many, many congratulations to Jim and Terry who kept the convention grounded, centered, and gave kind, gracious service to
LSR 2008 attendees, staff and volunteers alike. We all are successful and survived because of you! Many kudos and thanks to Dennis Hogan
for making the excursions happen, Dave Podhrasky for keeping attendees and volunteers fed, Wayne Smith for keeping the events staffed, all
the volunteer corps from near and far who heeded the LSR 2008 call, and, personally, to my handsome husband Harry who kept me on track,
through the thick- and thin-skinned times of it all.]
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Special Feature – Our Dream Jobs
Car Hosting On Matt Rose’s Railroad, June 21, 2008
By Harry Fasick and Valli Hoski

Above: Valli welcomes all aboard QZ special,
coach 6.(Photo credit: Harry Fasick)

* Why Quanah? ... because Matt Rose
(BNSF) and Skip told us ... go west young
men (& women)
* Is that a Jack pump there? ... Dunno, I
don't know Jack out here. Do you?

The Lone Star Rails 2008 June 21, 2008
excursion with the BNSF gave a few NTC
members the chance for a job of their dreams.
If just for a day, a long day, all morning,
afternoon, and evening, from Fort Worth to
Wichita Falls, Quanah and back again.
The superb ride on the rails provided lots of
time for pleasant views, amiable chatter with
passengers, and inspirational moments. Here
are a few sparks of wisdom gleaned from Valli
and Harry as to the joys and peculiarities of
being Car Hosts For A Day.
Car Host Wisdom
by Harry (mostly) and Valli (some)
* Why're you a car host (or conductor or other
volunteer ...) and not the engineer ... because
…
… I hate shoveling coal
... my cooking's too bad for the dining car
… we love guessing at answers to questions
we haven't heard yet
… we love answering questions for which we
have no answers
… we invent stories about which cornfield we
just passed, when asked “ what's that?”
… we love looking at one's watch to figure out
“which mile post did we just pass”?
… we love saying “What's around the next
curve? Another curve, unless “we got cows”,
then it’s a “Twister”!

Above: Harry is ready for duty and service
aboard QZ special, coach 5. (Photo credit: Valli
Hoski)

* We're going uphill, what's on the other
side? ... another hill, down this time
* When're we going to get there? ... when
the locomotive pulls into the station
* Why isn't there a caboose at the back? ...
It's making better time than us, passed us a
while back, dinja see?
* Why do we have to go back now, and end
the fun? ... because we gotta find the
caboose
* What do you do off shift? .... Go
somewhere and drink all the beer we
needed onboard but couldn’t have

Quanah Zephyr Field Report
By Valli Hoski, Car host, Coach 6, Quanah Zephyr Excursion, 6/21/08
Rode the Quanah Zephyr - BNSF special on Saturday, June 21, 2008, from Fort Worth to Quanah, Texas. Still wearing a silly smile weeks
later with all the wonderful memories of the excursion, even working it as a volunteer car host. I've said it once, a hundred times - There's
nothing else like riding the rails. Nothing else like it in the world.
The Quanah Zephyr was the premier event of Lone Star Rails 2008, the NRHS annual convention held here in Fort Worth last week. Much as
the North Texas Chapter would love to have credit for the trip, it really happened because Matt Rose and the BNSF made it happen. They,
Amtrak and several PV owners (Private Varnish/private RR car owners) gave us all a trip North Texas railfans and public hadn't seen the likes
of in years, and won't probably again for some time. Motive power was a proud BNSF locomotive (in SF colors, orange scheme; no, not the
warbonnet livery), followed by an Amtrak Genesis and a generator car (both for extra power for the passenger cars). Consist included 6
Amfleet coaches, fresh from their west coast SF 3751 excursion (LA/San Diego, 6/1/2008), a commissary car (Amfleet/Amtrak too), and 4
private varnish cars, including Chuck Jensen's KITCHI GAMMI CLUB. All passengers and crew enjoyed unbelievable comfort, a smooth ride,
almost flawless conditions, except for some holding tank problems and 1 car door on manual (in my coach of course).
Of course there was an incident along the track - ask me about the axe-wielding character going after a unit coal train about halfway out on the
outboard trip. As for Quanah - the town went all out, cheerleaders kicking high trackside when we arrived, local cavalry (some decorative
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military unit on horseback), a fine dinner put on for our passengers. Really quite a show. I didn't get to see any of it, as the volunteer car hosts
were required to stay on board during the stopover. No problem, as the lunches were provided in air-conditioned comfort.
Ride back was amazing - highballed all the way. The BNSF special was clearly given priority, with freights waiting on the sidings as we
highballed back east along the main to Fort Worth. Everyone was terrific - passengers, BNSF crew, Amtrak crew, just wonderful. As car host,
I asked for a round of applause ("Big TX thanks and all") for every BNSF and Amtrak person that passed through our coach. Got so the crew
had a big grin walking through and always shook our hands. That's the way - a major road puts on a show, you gotta thank 'em every chance
you get.
End of a long day came all too soon (that started at 3:30am for Harry and me, with a 5:30am crew call across town in Fort Worth.) Arrived
back in Forth Worth in the evening light, around 8:30pm, just 2 hrs behind schedule (axedent ,sort of, just ask me). We welcomed our
passengers home, cleaned the cars out, got the PV owners signoff (on the cars condition), and headed out ourselves for the traditional end-ofshift brewsky after checking ourselves out and off the board. Had some cool ones with rail fans from the Portland chapter, spent several hours
discussing railroads, excursions, how to keep a chapter active and happy, and more. Finally, head to drive east to Wylie, arrived home an hour
later, for some well-earned sleep and rail dreams.
Many thanks to BNSF and Amtrak for their excellent crews, world-class equipment and for letting us roll on their roads, PV owners’ trust, and
their excellent support of the Quanah Zephyr special.

Special Feature - 1st National Train Day
NTD Celebration At Dallas Union Station, May 10, 2008

Left above: BNSF Engine 49 proudly displays her
spit and polish livery at Dallas Union Station. (Photo
credit: Valli Hoski)

Dallas Union Station put its best track forward for the
1st annual National Train Day, May 10, 2008. The
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, Lone Star
Rails 2008, and others were some of the day’s
visitors and greeters at the Station. Amtrak declared
the first-ever National Train Day a great success!
Thousands of people joined together on May 10th to
show their love of trains and celebrate trains’
contribution to travel and community life. From
families to train hobbyists to music lovers, it was
fantastic to see such a variety of people having fun
and learning about America’s rail system. Source:
7/15/2008, National Train Day web site at
http://www.nationaltrainday.com/#

Right above: Cathy Boyd, BNSF and
Skip Waters, Lone Star Rails 2008
proudly display BNSF’s legacy. (Photo
credit: Valli Hoski)

Special Feature – 24 Hours @ Saginaw
Trains Are What It’s All About, May 23-24, 2008
Enjoy these views of the return of “24 Hours @ Saginaw” in 2008.
Usual good time was had by all. Looking forward to a 2009 “three-peat”!

Left above: UP Engine 8172, Saginaw. (Photo credit: Jon Shea)

Right above: Southbound Heartland Flyer (Photo credit: Jon Shea)

Feature Story - The Roads Must Roll
Railroads and Floods
By Claude Doane
Send news for next issue to: NTX.NEWS@YAHOO.COM, by September 15, 2008
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The recent Midwest flooding that affected the railroads was not the first and won’t be the last such event. This round will join many others in
railroad history. That this also affected the Lone Star Rails 2008 National Railway Historical Society's Annual Convention won’t be forgotten
right away either. On one hand it prevented one of the Private cars planned for the Quanah Zephyr from making it to Texas. On the other
hand, those of us fortunate enough to attend the Banquet and hear Pete Rickershauser, got to see slides of the BNSF proactive response.
Whether it was the one track of a three track segment they had already elevated 2 feet, making it the only one to remain above water (barely),
or the crew on a work boat sounding the washouts to plan on the fill needed before the water even started to subside, this railroad was
certainly not slow to take action. This too is not the first time this type of activity has occurred relating to flooding.
Ninety-five years ago the same things were going on! The great Ohio Floods of 1913 affected all lines in Ohio as well as some in western
Pennsylvania, eastern Indiana, and southern Michigan. The following story, excerpted from a report made to the Pennsylvania Company by
one Lewis S. Bigelow will show what I mean.
Before that however, we must go back another 15 years to 1898. That
year, this same territory was struck by the flood of the century. This would
be called a 100-year flood now. It wreaked the kind of havoc one would
expect from an event of that kind. Though no one believed another flood so
great would ever be seen again in their lifetime, the “Standard Railroad of
the World” took action. When the waters subsided, they set about raising
all their lines and bridges in Ohio affected by the flood at least one foot
above the record high water mark. All was well with the world. The
Pennsylvania Railroad would not be caught again.
Now move forward to the spring of 1913. It had been a somewhat wet
spring, so the ground was already well supplied with water. On Sunday
morning, March 23rd, it started raining in northwest Ohio. In the next three
days, the state would see the equivalent of three months of rainfall.
Associated with the rain were high winds that took down telegraph and
telephone lines thereby complicating matters considerably. The
Muskingum, Scioto, and Miami rivers all left their banks far behind. In
places “lakes were formed that were as much as 50 miles long. The
Pennsylvania Railroad had 3,103 miles of track west of Pittsburgh. The
accompanying maps (Thompson, 1909) show how the flood
decimated this network of track.
Fortunately, there were no wrecks associated with this event, although
several passenger trains were stranded and relief took a long time to
arrive. As the map demonstrates, there was no way to get through. Relief
trains from Pittsburgh made it as far as they could go, sometimes with
water approaching floor level of the coaches. (Today’s diesels wouldn’t
have a chance!)
Adding to the Pennsy’s problems was the fact that every railroad in the territory was affected the same way. The New York Central, the Erie,
the B&O, the Wabash, the Big Four, and the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie all were severed in many places. Also affected were the numerous
interurban and street railways. No one could loan equipment or crews. They all needed their own. Likewise, materials were in short supply and
high demand. The Pennsy alone had 74 steel bridges totally destroyed or rendered unsafe. These of course were ordered from bridge builders
and the railroad that ordered first got the advantage. The race was on, so to speak. All affected railroads, not just the Pennsylvania, also made
their equipment and crews available to Ohio’s Governor Cox. Whether to move people to higher ground, or bring in food and medical supplies,
the needs were met with no questions and no charge. There was never even a hint of the government taking over operations to meet the
emergency needs of the people. The system was put back into operation with no funding from the government at all. Temporary repairs to get
the main lines opened were then followed by permanent work and opening of branch lines. So, in 2008, another flood affects the railroads.
History repeats and Mother Nature strikes another blow to keep us humble. Source: Thompson, S. (1909). The railway library. Chicago: Gunthorp-Warren Printing.
It may be noted that this same flood was the beginning of the end for railcar builder Barney & Smith of Dayton,
Ohio, who were a big player in the “Chapel car” business. They had been slow to adopt the process of building
steel cars, believing the well-crafted wood cars would continue to be the mainstay of the industry. Having lost
money for 3 years, they made a small profit in 1912. Struck by this flood in 1913, severe damage to the plant
put the handwriting on the wall. It was rumored that some of their stock of exotic woods for car interiors was
Send news for next issue to: NTX.NEWS@YAHOO.COM, by September 15, 2008
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found as far downstream as New Orleans. For more on the Chapel car movement, see issue 62,
November/December 1996 of Locomotive and Railway Preservation.

North Texas Rail News
Green Line Construction Climbs Ahead
The Green Line construction “wheels are in motion” – making tracks, building stations, neighborhood
enhancements and improvements all along its way. In addition to the public art and landscaping that
goes into all DART Rail stations, the DART Board of Directors has approved a number of additional
betterments along the corridor to beautify Little Denton Drive and enhance access in the area. On June
27, 2007, the Dallas City Council approved the "specific use permit" zoning, allowing the future
construction of Love Field Station. Did you know? According to a study conducted by the University of
North Texas, the value of residential properties near DART stations increased 39 percent more than
comparable properties that weren't near DART Rail. The Green Line is part of a major expansion effort to
more than double the DART Rail system from its current 45 miles to 93 miles, connecting you to the
larger network of public transportation. Source: 6/23/2008, Dallas Area Rapid Transit Green Line News at
http://www.dart.org/about/expansion/greenlinelovefieldwest.asp

Left: Construction workers assemble Green Line structure components. (Photo credit: DART).
Super Rail Cars Lengthen DART’s Reach
The next generation of DART light rail vehicles is in service. During rush hour
on June 23, the first larger-capacity super light rail vehicle (SLRV) began
carrying customers on the Blue Line between Downtown Garland and Ledbetter
stations. Source: 6/23/2008, Dallas Area Rapid Transit News Release at
http://www.dart.org/news/news.asp?ID=795

Right: DART super light rail vehicle (SLRV) extends DART’s service reach.
(Photo credit: DART).

Div. 3 Lone Star Region Hosts Model Train Exhibit, Sept. 6-7, 2008
By Claude Doane
The Division 3 of the Lone Star Region (LSR) of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) is hosting a Model Train Exhibit and a
related library exhibit in Garland’s public library. Model train exhibits will include 2 model train layouts, "Timesaver" switching puzzle,
repeating demonstrations of building a model train car (possibly other things as well), a loco silhouette for taking photos. Why? To raise
awareness of the resources available at the library and raise awareness of the hobby of model railroading and the NMRA. Where? Main
meeting room of the Nicholson Memorial Library. When? Saturday, September 6, 2008 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, September
7, 2008 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Contact: Tom Browning, Division 3 Events Chair

“2030 Committee” To Review Texas Transportation Needs
A new committee is coordinating a comprehensive update of Texas transportation needs through the year 2030. The new "2030
Committee," which is comprised of experts in business and transportation, will hold public hearings beginning in Austin on July 24. The
committee is charged with presenting an estimate of the state's transportation needs in the context of today's economic reality. Source: 7/10/08,
Texas Department of Transportation news release at http://www.dart.org/images/pressreleases/TXDOTCommTransportationCommittee10jul08.pdf

General Rail News
Amtrak On Board For Lionel Kids 9th Annual Essay Contest
Amtrak and Lionel are partnering this summer for the ninth annual Lionel Kid's Essay Contest. Children age 12 and under will have a chance
to win a Lionel toy train set by simply describing how they would like to celebrate National Train Day. Young Amtrak travelers will be able to
win one of 14 first prize Lionel Polar Express™ toy train sets and one grand prizewinner will receive the Santa Fe El Capitan™ train set.
Winners will be judged on content and originality by a panel of Amtrak judges. Contest ends August 31, 2008. This year's contest continues
through August 31, 2008. Entry forms are available onboard 20 Amtrak trains including the California Zephyr, Cascades, Coast Starlight,
Capitol Corridor, Empire Builder, Heartland Flyer, Southwest Chief, Pacific Surfliner, Sunset Limited, San Joaquins, Saint Louis Mule, Kansas
City Mule, Illinois Zephyr, Saluki, Carl Sandburg, Lincoln Service, Ann Rutledge, Hiawatha, City of New Orleans and the Texas Eagle. Source:
5/19/08, Amtrak announcement at http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/am2Copy/News_Release_Page&c=am2Copy&cid=1178294180990&ssid=180
Press time: 7/19/08, 3pm. File: NTx Newsletter 2008-07&08 vC5.doc
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Chapter Features & News
Proposed Change to Chapter By-Laws Regarding Registered Agent
The following change (see text at right) to the
Chapter By-Laws has been presented to the
Chapter Board, and will be voted upon at
Chapter meeting no sooner than September.
This change is posted in accordance with the
30-day notice requirement.

Chapter President’s Corner – Ron’s Ramblings
By Ron Anderson, Chapter President
To all of our Chapter members who participated in Lone Star Rails 2008, WELL DONE! Thankfully, I can almost say, "we're done", too. There
remain a few details to take care of, but of course the Convention is over. There are many people to thank, but I will leave that to the
Chairman of the Convention Committee, Skip Waters. As most of you know, Skip has been the true "iron horse" of this campaign, and we all
owe him our thanks for what he has been able to accomplish.
Along the way, we have had several new members join our Chapter. Please take a moment next meeting to say hi to someone you may not
recognize, and welcome them to our group. Of course, it never hurts to ask a friend who shares an interest in railroading to come along
sometime.
On a more regretful note, I want to express my thanks to two very important members who are relocating. Our current (and Charter)
Treasurer, Steve Siegerist will be moving to St. Louis within a month or two. I can't say enough about Steve. He has been the only Treasurer
this Chapter has ever had. He has been instrumental in helping us attain the resources to do the things we do. He has been part of our "fold,
staple, and mutilate" newsletter department for I don't know how long. I believe he told me he has been in the NRHS for over 40 years.
Steve, you will be sorely missed.
Second, our newsletter editor and Publications Vice President, Valli Hoski is in the process of switching to a new position in Chicago. Valli has
been absolutely wonderful in taking the newsletter to its current form. Being the editor takes a lot of time and skill, and I have been very
pleased with her work. Valli has also graciously offered to help continue with the newsletter efforts electronically, at least through the end of
the year. Valli has also been a member of NRHS for a long time, having previously been a member of the Bluewater Chapter. Thank you
Valli, for your truly heartfelt service to our Chapter.

Editor’s Mark-Up
By Valli Hoski, VP Publications
This Chicago gal and her marvelous hubby Harry are going home to the Windy City. But, her final words are not yet written, and won’t be.
Doing this newsletter is just so delightful and amusing. It provides real excuses to call Siegerist, to email everybody, and above all, to write /
edit wonderful accounts of our Chapter’s personalities, contrary viewpoints, cultures, and cults. (Are rail fanning and LSR 2008 like cults? A
cult that took over our lives for a year and more? How are we going to deprogram Skip? No, more likely, how are we all going to be
deprogrammed from Skip and the NCC? (Ed. Note: typical ValliGirl sidetrack))
To not do the newsletter would be sad, would make me cry, and have me lose the rail buddies I’ve gotten to know these many fine years. Ron
mentions in his column that Siegerist is/was the NTC Charter Treasurer. Well, I was Charter Secretary (but didn’t serve uninterrupted as
Secretary, although I have been known to interrupt a Skip talk or too. (Ed. Note: another sidetrack)) Then, thanks to Siegerist, Claude, and
Skip, I became newsletter dispatcher in June 2006, and finally capitulated to being editor about 6 mos. later. Claude Doane and Steven D.
Siegerist too (when not crotchety or curmudgeonly (Ed. Note: stay with me – one more sidetrack) have such kind, persuasive natures.
The North Texas Zephyr has snuck (kinda like Snooks, a St. Louis supermarket (Ed. Note: uhuh, again)) into my time, my writing talent, my
ability to make Word 97 do tricks (that Bill Gates never ever dreamed of), and most of all, into my heart. So, with endless, heartfelt thanks and
many nostalgic Olive Garden moments, I wish Steve Siegerist well in St. Louis, hate him for leaving the newsletter team, wish Claude a good
vacation from NTZ envelopes, and thank you all for your NTZ contributions and laughs with your ValliGirl editor.
Last, but not least, all rumors of my departure as editor have been greatly exaggerated. I’m gladly continuing as editor, electronically and
virtually, as long as there is news “fit to print or prints to fit” into the Best NRHS Chapter Newsletter Ever – NTZ!! I remain your loyal editor,
very lucky wife of Harry, indubitably Valli.
Send news for next issue to: NTX.NEWS@YAHOO.COM, by September 15, 2008
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Summer 2008 NRHS Directors Meeting Minutes
By Dale Wilkins, National Director, North Texas Chapter
The summer meeting of the NRHS Board of Directors was held at the Fort Worth Hilton Hotel on June 20, during this year’s national convention hosted by
our Chapter. President Molloy opened the meeting with the thought that as our organization continues to expand our relationship with Fernley & Fernley for
our administrative and office support, we need to become more professional in our business operations. There is continuing need for the organization to
achieve greater efficiency through application of new technology and streamlining procedures in such areas as membership records and dues renewal.
Christine Rockwell, the F & F contact for NRHS, reported on the problems and the progress made in handling membership records and dues renewal over
the past several months noting that most chapters are now using the new systems on a routine basis. Office and financial services are operating with few
problems. Processing is becoming faster and more F&F staff has been assigned to the account. However, F&F response time remains a major concern,
and NRHS continues to work with F&F to improve the timeliness and completeness of processing and responses. For 2009, with a year’s experience,
renewal notices will once again be mailed, in a higher postal category, the first week of October and processing of dues renewals will return to a monthly
cycle this time with a due date rather than a processing date to encourage earlier submittals. Other operational changes will also occur including allowing
chapters to pay by credit card. A working group has been formed to guide this effort and a test with several chapters will assist in “debugging” the changes.
In another year we may be able to take on direct dues payment to national by individuals.
Policies for Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest applying to National Directors and National Officers introduced at a prior board meeting were debated and
approved. These are a result of previous audit findings.
Other items of interest: The 2 teenage Rail Camps are filled for 2008 but the adult Rail Camp lacks participation and may be cancelled; Bulletin publication is
catching up with the spring and summer ’07 issues published and fall ’07 out in July; Heritage grants for 13 projects from 3 chapters and 10 organizations
and museums were announced; On board membership is at 84% of ’07 with dues processing still underway; Directors voted to retain the 4600 character
limit on reports submitted for the annual yearbook to limit publication costs; Based on experience with the Dallas winter meeting, Directors voted to add an
annual winter meeting of the Board.
It was reported that the Central Florida Chapter had withdrawn its proposal to host the 2009 National Convention due to problems in securing a satisfactory
hotel contract and competition with a major railfan event in the Midwest. Instead, the National Convention Committee will host the 2009 National Convention
to be held in Duluth, Minnesota on August 10-16. The fall meeting of the Board of Directors will be in Chicago, October 31-Nov. 2.

Chapter Meeting Minutes, June 3, 2008
NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER, NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MEETING MINUTES AND NOTES, DATE: June 3, 2008.
Farmers Branch Historical Park, Farmers Branch.
President Ron Anderson called the meeting to order @ 7:35pm in the meeting room at Farmers
Branch Historical Park. There were 28 members in attendance including: new member tonight
Christine Halliday, new member this week Dave Kohler, new member this month John Miller, and
transfer member from the St. Louis, MO chapter, Steve Linhardt. VP Jon Shea reported on upcoming
programs: July 1 – no meeting, R & R after the convention; August 5 – meeting at Grapevine for a
convention wrap-up; September 2 – nothing scheduled yet; October 7 – nothing scheduled yet;
November 4 – Chapter auction, meeting place TBD (to be determined); December – Christmas
Banquet, meeting place TBD.

Left: KATY (formerly Dallas and Wichita RR) Depot c. 1877 and wooden caboose (Photo
credit: Jon Shea)
VP Skip Waters thanked everyone for volunteering to work during the convention. Treasurer Steve Siegerist reported the trip committee met and was thrilled
at the response by the volunteers. There will be a Kick-off and Rally meeting on Saturday, June 14 at the FTW ITC station at 1 pm for all volunteers. The last
safety training session for volunteers will also be held at that time. Skip reported the Saginaw train watch event, TX RR trip, and Grapevine RR trips were all
sold out. The Quanah trip still has a few open seats in coach but the premium seats are sold out. The night photo shoots still have tickets available.
Skip reported on the ’24 Hours @ Saginaw’ event. Over 100 people attended with 101 signed in. Several new chapter members were signed up there during
the event. 48 trains were spotted during the 24 hours of the event. Next year will feature a fundraiser event where the public can sponsor a train watcher for
as long as they can remain there, at $.xx per train logged. He also reported that Valli Hoski, our newsletter editor would be moving (Ed. Note: with her
husband Harry) towards the end of the year but would continue as newsletter editor until then (Ed. Note: and gladly be editor in 2009). She still needs photos
and articles from the Saginaw and NRHS convention for publication. National Director Dale Wilkins reported nothing new beyond his last article in the
newsletter. The board will discuss the ’09 convention while here in June at our convention. Volunteer coordinator Wayne Smith passed around worker signup sheets for the volunteers to review and sign up for empty slots.
Rail News – A private car convention will be held in Dallas at the Sheraton in January ’09. More information available at ‘RPCA.com’.
Skip reported there would be a private tour of the Six Flags steam engines and shops on Monday, June 16. See him for details. Meeting adjourned at 8:03
pm. Program for the evening consisted of a tour of the restored Katy Depot and caboose on the grounds of the Historical Park. Many members who arrived
early toured the park facilities before the meeting started, while others toured afterwards. Also, a mandatory safety training class was held for the convention
volunteer workers to acquaint them with the proper procedures to use while working as hosts on the different rail trips of the convention.
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Lone Star Rails 2008 Convention Corral
By Skip Waters, Chair, and Valli Hoski, Editor
LSR 2008 - it's a wrap! Bows, ribbons, and buttons to come soon
As the last glow of the LSR 2008 excursions, excitement and escapades fade to a favorite memory, hopefully all of you have enjoyed a respite
from the demanding schedule of the past year. Enjoy your well-deserved break, but keep the energy high in anticipation of our upcoming
celebrations in August and September. We will celebrate our successes, the road we all traveled together, and also the commitment and
generosity given by our families who endured our absences and our duties. As the balance sheets are slowly reconciled, as the books begin
their journey to being closed, and as LSR 2008's success becomes more and more evident, let's take a few moments together to recognize,
share and bask in the fulfillment of a job excellently done. Dust off your party clothes, don't push the LSR 2008 shirt to the back of the closet
yet, friends - we've got a party coming on! Watch for more news from your Chair!
"As Valli has said above, the party is not over and the gratitude has just begun, we want to thank everyone who helped with the success of the
convention by requesting you attend the September members meeting for a catered meal. All LSR volunteers and chapter members are
encouraged to attend. More info in the September newsletter.” Thanks, Skip

Chapter Directory
North Texas Chapter Officers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President, Ron Anderson, rra_nrhs@yahoo.com
Vice President/Programs, Jon Shea, 972-480-9054.
Vice President/Trips and Events, Skip Waters, 214-987-2888.
Vice President/Publications, Valli Hoski, ntx.valli@yahoo.com
Secretary, Dave Gramm, dgramm@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer, Steve Siegerist, 972-234-2682.
National Director, Dale Wilken, d-mwilken@sbcglobal.net.
Chapter Business Address
North Texas Chapter, NRHS,
P.O. Box 600304
Dallas, Texas 75360

2008 NTC Officers as of July 18, 2008
(Photo credit: Claude Doane,1/8/2008)

North Texas Calendar
Tues. Aug. 5, 2008
Tues. Sept. 2, 2008

Sat. Sept. 6 –
Sun. Sept. 7, 2008
Tues. Oct. 7 , 2008
Tues. Nov. 4, 2008
Tues. Dec. 2, 2008
Sat. Dec. 13 –
Sun. Dec. 14, 2008
Tues. Jan. 6, 2009
Sat. Jan. 17 –
Sun. Jan. 18, 2009
Tues. Feb. 6, 2009

North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas.
Program: Lone Star Rails 2008 Review (and Skip’s Burlesque Show by, sez the Editor)
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas.
Speaker:Dr. Robert Gillespie, MD. Program: Trains in White: Army Hospital Trains through a Century of Conflict - history,
design and operation of hospital trains from their inception during the Civil War, to the last trains used in the Korean War.
LSR District 3 Model Train Show. Location: Nicholson Memorial Library. Hosted by Lone Star Region, NMRA. For District 3
info., see home page at http://www.lonestarregion.com/div_3/index.shtml
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Location: to be confirmed. Program: to be confirmed.
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. . Founder’s Building (by Cotton Belt depot), 701 S. Main St., Grapevine, Texas.
Program: Program: Annual Chapter auction.
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Location: to be confirmed. Program: Annual holiday dinner.
Fort Worth Train Show, Fort Worth Convention Center, 1201 Houston Street Ft. Worth, TX.. Sponsored by North Texas
Council of Railroad Clubs. Schedule, discount coupon, see http://dfwtrainshows.com/phpwebsite/
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Location: to be confirmed. Program: Annual chapter election.
Dallas Area Train Show, Plano Centre, 2000 East Spring Creek Parkway, Plano, TX. Sponsored by North Texas Council of
Railroad Clubs. Schedule, discount coupon, see http://dfwtrainshows.com/phpwebsite/
North Texas Chapter meeting – 7:30 p.m. Location: to be confirmed. Program: to be confirmed.

North Texas Chapter History
Founded and chartered in 1996, the North Texas Chapter is one of the newest chapters of the National Railway Historical Society*. The chapter is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
educational organization incorporated under the laws of the state of Texas. Emphasis of the chapter is activity, history, and enjoyment of railroading past and present.
Meetings are held 7:30-10:00 PM, first Tuesday of each month, usually (but not always) at the Grapevine Tourist & Visitor Information Center at Main St. and the FWWR
railroad tracks. Visitors and newcomers are welcome. Effective August 2007, regular membership is $46 a year ($33 national dues + $13 chapter dues). Additional family
members are $7 per individual. Regular membership includes: a) subscription to the NRHS Bulletin (5 issues/year) and our monthly chapter newsletter, the North Texas
Zephyr. Chapter mailing address: North Texas Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 600304, Dallas, Texas 75360. *Reminder, effective Feb. 2008, NRHS has a new mailing address:
National Railway Historical Society, 100 N 20th Street, 4th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1443.
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A North Texas Moment
North Texas Zephyr – Inaugural Issue
This is a summer of celebration, reflection and transition within the Chapter.
Below is a snapshot of the inaugural meeting, as announced in…
the first issue of the NTC Newsletter.
12 years later, just imagine how far we’ve come and how far we have yet to go …
whether in Dallas, Fort Worth, North Texas, St. Louis, Chicago, or beyond.
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